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imDSVELOESD LEADS; 
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’" 1 ." the DSTROIT OFFICS at DETROIT. MICHIGAN. ' ascertain 

li» City ‘Hall by jfche name of Lupps is known re, and 

detezmlne, If possible, wbat connections be has which wovft enable him 
to purchase flreazns for distribution to the members of ^e Black Legion. 

*niE CUEVELAMD OFFICE at 
jrho may be located through_eit he 
as to any infoimation concerning the &lac! 

p' 11111 interview Willi Bin Murphy on or about November 1, 1935,- 

after the city election at Uma, Ohio,' as’ to what, if any, information he 
may have concerning the Black Legion, 
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PERIOD rOR 
WHICH MADE, 


WHICH MADE. 

9/12^-10/2,10, 

14/35 
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REPORT MADE BY 

N. £. m^N 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

I.33CELLAi:.JCUS ~ ctamunTTiAL 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



On 8/28/35, Justice of the Peace, 
Adrian, tUchigan, dismissed case 
in which Michigan State Police 
arrested three members of Black 
Legion on charges of ccxTying con- 
cealed weapons; held that Michigan 
State Police exceeded their authority 
in searching the defendant’s auto- 
laoblle. Inquiries at Detroit City 
Hall failed to reveal pe..'son by 
the name of Colone^?^,upp3 ♦ 

R. U. C. 


Report of Special Agent, N. E. hlanson, 
Detroit, Michigan, dated 8/31/35. 
Report of Special Agent Gene H. Henry, 
New York City, dated 9/11/35. 

Report of Special Agent E. H. V/illiams, 
Cleveland, Ohio, dated iO/l/35. 
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DETAILS I 


AT DETROIT. MJCHICAIi . 




At the Standard Hardware and Auto Supply 'Company, 
1361 Oi'atiot, Ag®nt was informed by the inanager that this concern 
had no connection with the Standard Brothers Hardware Corporation; 
that this latter concern had gone out of business several years ago. 
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following persons, v;ho have a wide aCi^uaiutariOt. with persons naklng 
contacts at the City Hall; 


Pullceoan Andrew Miller and Policonian Jack lUner. 

At the Record Bureau, James St ockv7ell, fonnerly ■' - ' 

in the lisyor»s office* 

Pay Hester in the Department of lublic Works Office. 

None of these persons ever hi^ard of Colonel Lupps. 


. . .. 

. .ATADRXAi:, MICIIIGANw 

•' ' Mr*. Lawrence j. Hammond, Assistant County Prosecutor, 

r*"'" Was interviewed relative to disposition of trial of AndretA^Eirtln, Jr,; 
Roy L.®Hepner, and Elsworth sR Slilnabery, who are lu;3d on charges of 
carrying concealed weapons, I’l\ Kairuicnd ntateu that thin cane was 
dismissed by Justice of the peace, Franklir. ■(us'-ei. , on August 28, 1935; 
i",: that Judge Russel h'ld that the search vvas iliegal; that tlie Michigan 

.hiAyv , state police exceeded their authority in searching their automobile, as 


since the original information had been 


there was .not probable Cause, s 

some five weeks previous, in which 

similar meeting was held by the Black Legion; that the reeting in which 


these three defendants were arrested and searched was at a later time. 



The defendants were represented by an attorney, 

Harry Marx, Union Guardian Building, Detroit, and were also interceded 
by a person v;hose name Mr, HamnionQ could not recall. This latter ind- 
ividual was from Lima, Ohio, and he described him as being very stout 
and that he had l.-.fomed Mr, Haiamond th:;t he '.'as one of the highest 
officers of the Black Legion from the Lino dia.riot. He pleaded the 
case for the defendants, stating that tlie guns found in their possession 
had not been intended to violate the lav, and did not, but were used 
exclusively as part of their ritual* 

Mr. Hammond further stated that the whole affair 
has since liUleted down end that there have been no furthej^ltHBljajJits 
made, or other talk about the town, as was prevalent dui 
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REPORT MADCRY 

E. K. VrtLLIAI.rS 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


KI SCELLANEOUS - ' OOHEIDEN T TAL " ' ^ 

,v ■• -V 
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, y. . 

\ Mr. »/illiamp'.urphy, Lima, Ohio, has no Infoimation 
' of value, ile desired to contact an Agent of the U. 

S. Dept, of Justice at election -time for political 
purposes. He advises that Vv’ard^aylor, Chief of 
.^Police, Lima, 0., told him that he was a member pf , 
the Black Legion, Inxoraation indicates that Joe 
Louis, Lima, 0., is at present a member;^in good' s^and-t 
ing with the Legion,' ' 


, y-. 


- P - 


;;' -EEFERENC^ c; ['■: j '} . 

e DETAILS: • 


Report of Special Agent E. K, V/illiams, Cleveland, 
Ohio, dated 10/1/35. 


; 




AT LIMA. OHIO 



who 

advised that he did not have any other information concerning the ac- 
tivities of the Black Legion than that ivhich he has already furnished. 

He accompanied Agent to interviev/ Mr. V/illiain :urphy, 712 S. Main 3t. 
who was a candidate for i'^yor of Lima in the lest election. 

Mr, Murphy stated to Agent that If he had come around 
about election time that the Department of Justice could have done him 
some good by exposing the Black Legion. He stated that he knew nothing 

iag.,3^. Black Legion except what he had picked up by hearsay. It 

eveloped that about all he bad heard was vjhat had been told him by 
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Mr* Murphy state "^pt June 

^^ha^me^ward Kylor^nle^of Police of Lima, on the Are et and had 
asked Taylor point blank during a conversation if he was* Black 
Legionalre. According to Mr. I'urphy, Taylor admitted tbdl^|jjj(M»a8 a 
member. 


';'■'■■■ In an effort to Ibcate Joe Loui^^ar an interview con- 

cerning what he know abo^ the,^JacyjeeionJ|H|||^s^gested that con- 
tact. with ift^rge ScSeTdv^S^s^ls3^StP«TO^8j»^ ^'I'^ile talking 

Iwith 9otnS^, who was also a former Legionalre and who has been inter- . 
viewe^ he advised that Louis is a member in good standing in the Legion. 
Mrs. Sehhi^also advised that Mrs. Louis is a member of the Women's 
Auxiliary of the Black Legion, Under thesec^^vunstances it was not 
deemed advisable to interview Louis. I'r. was xmable to furnish 
any additional information as to the recent activities of the Legion, 


' ■ 


-PEND I N G - 






o 


r o 




EFE:EHG 




rt^T ■ - ' 

* -• ' . . w A , . 




61-7398 ^ 


V. ^ r “■''' 

s'"v rH^*bswb 


v^ "J' ■♦ > 4 '••*' '>* ■ *' .'/- '■ ■ 










Dear Sir: 


mr\ - 


The Bureau file in the above entitled case 
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investigative attention and you should submit a report to 
the Bureau at the earliest possible date. 


Very truly yours, 


■ ■ . . 








•John Edgar Hoover, • ^ 

Director. ' ^.. r,^, -• ■'7- 
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X936« In i^eh jroor oxXios was rsv'iaosted to Instltats a ra-. 
of Its fUos for iwrpoac of sstt^ out such spnropri- 
i ^ ^ loads as aldht drlng .lAsUnt, oaso io a ooncXoslon at tha . 

posslhU ^s# ’-77 ^...; .''' 
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If 7:77 Ibo fiarosa fils raflaots that this natter baa not 

oelTsd proper attontloa tor four offloo* Xou eroy tbaroforo* 
reqoostod to giro saao Iswe^ate attention and subait a report 
not later than E*^roh 25, 193^ 
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Reforenc* to aado to jour l*»tter dated larch 7, 

1936, in which you requoat the advice of tJje Bureau no 
to the desirability of Jatenrlealng Burt Ef finger and Us 
•on Ouy, who are officers of tho above nwnod organisation, 
relative to Us purposes end aeabershlp, so that it aay be 
^^fjjittely deteralned whothw wiy eaployees of the Depart- 
^ Mat jof Justice are coaaected therewith, ^ 

• ' After 'a oax^ful consideration ■ of the faote ' ' 

' Asveloped by the Investigation to date, tho 

sires that Ef finger and his son be interviewed et this 
tUs In order that instant investigation oay bo brought 
to a logical conclusion at an early date. 

Very truly yours. 
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John Hoover, 

DLrootor* 
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Jl- Prpadmcttt of SttsJtcc 

1446 Standard Building 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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March 7, 1936. 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


RE: ^BIACK LSDION; 
OnIGHT RIDERS; 

Oboixet club. 


“in 

/,rp r- jtT^F.S 

ji'r-r -.r,-"'' v. , 

r-T TT> f r X r-’ - ‘ 


SLIF{S) C? 


MISCELUmEOUj ~ Gffl.’FXmS^robgi . !> • • — . 

In connection with the Investigation conducted by the Cleveland 
office in this matter, it appears that past investigation has developed 
considerable facts concerning the organization, including the names of the 
various ])er 8 on 3 appearing to be its directing heads. It also appears that 
the organization is primarily political in nature and that the allegations 
that employees of the Department of Justice belong to the organization is 
merely a "bluff" used on the part of the head of the Legion in Lima, one 
Burt^Ef finger, in order to impress members of the organization with its 
strength and position. 




Accordingly, the Cleveland office is of the opinion that It 
might be appropriate at this time to interview Burt Effinger and his son, 
Guy, who is also an officer of the organization, relative to the organiza- 
tion and its purposes, having in mind malcinG a demand that the membership > 
list of the organization be produced so that it might be examined for the 
names of any Department of Justice employees, and also so that the officers 
could be requested to name the members who are employees of the Department. 
Other investigation does not appear to be particularly pertinent. ^ 

It is, therefore, requested that the Bureau advise as to whether 
it approves the procedure suggested herein, or v/hether it desires that 
further investigation be conducted along other lines, and that the officers 
of the organization not be approached, • j ' ' 

HEOOEDBD & iN^ZEli ^ V =* 2 

MAD 1 n yejy^^ruly you rs, 

BMH/EJB ' 

6J. P. MacFARL^ / ' ^ 

"*^"l)ECLASSIIIEDBYj£2y£ Special Agent infcharg^^ / 
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Infozmantflmi|||H||^wnable to Turnish any 
further infonStio^ol^alue. Is more than 
ever convinced now that organization is purely 
political* 
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Report of Special Agent E. H. '^Williams, Cleveland, 

. Ohio, dated 12/12/35; letter' from,’ the,' Bureau 
dated 1/22/36. , ' • :* ' 

' ■'■ / ' ■ • 

' . ■ 1 

AT LIKA. OHIO ' 

Interview was had wl 

Street, whi^^^^jArnlshed considerable Ihfomatlon^ 
this case. fljUjjH furnished infoiinatlon all of which, ‘however, 
appears to D^alwady incorporated in the file. In this' con- 
nection he reiterated that the Legion has as members the Chief 
of Police of Lima, as well as the Chief of Detectives, Ross 
Landfalr, as well as other detectives and patrolmen; that 
jiayor Metheany of Lima is also a member^^^^ugh it appears 
that he received a private initiation. H||HP stated further 
that his last information was that there are approximately 
3,400 members of the Legion in Allen County, including the 
members in the city of Lima. In this connection it might be 
stated that the population of Allen County, together with the 
population of the city of Lima amounts to approximately 60,000 
persona. 
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unable to advise as to whether theA I s in 
exlatenc^n^lst containing the nemes of all of the Bla7?*c 
Legion membere* 

advised further that he has not heard in the past 
several months of any acts of violence on the part of the Legion ■ 
toward Individuals In that vicinity. He further stated that he 
feels quite certain that the Legion Is primarily a political or- 
ganization and that by using the method that It does ir Its Ini- 
tiation and organization It is better able to control absolutely 
the votes of Its members. 

In accordance with suggestion contained in reference 
letter from the Bureau, the Cleveland office will take appropriate 
■steps to conclude the Investigation in this case. 


» ' •* 
A.- 


UNDEVELOFBD LEADS 

The CLEVEtAND OFFICE at Lima, Ohio, will continue in- 
vestigation in this case. 
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April 22, 1936. 
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I &s< traseaitting herewith a copy of the report 
ot Spcslal Age.tl ill. E. tiausun, dated »t Cleveland, Ohio, 
April 14, 1936, whloii oocpletea tae invet ttgatioa which ha# 

.. beaa sonduoted by this Bureau purcuunt to the ueaor&ndun 
fron Ur. Wiilitu StA'/iIey, the then Aealstant to the Attoroey 
General, dated April 15, 1935. ' 




Your attention 1# i.ivited to the fact U»*t the 
purpose for which thie tnvestigrtlon wns e lu.lictoi r .f. to 
a»certa.ft whether m;y eiap?woyees of the Jopartoout of Justice 
were aaoibers of these or^a:'>lzations« luacviucti as all the 
iaveetigatiVQ actioo to date has fulled to disoloee any facts 
t' indieating that this situation exists, no Airtber inTestlgation 
will be conducted by thl# Bureau in the absence of a specific 
request fron you. 
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Cl«rk ...» . 


ttn 


„laclo#ure #1124364 




.:u’ 


*>i0 JV'ftl'' 


sr.us.'Mv 


Very tnily yours. 


John Edgar Hoovr-r, 
Director, 
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RIDERS; 


character of case 
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Review of the file made. In Interview 
with Bur-y^fflnger, Lima, Ohio, 4-8-36 
he denieaieadership activities in 
Black Legion, claiming be never was a 
member of tb^ secret order. Admits he 
is member of Klux_Klanj but does not 
know of' any Department of Justice agents ; 
who belong to either organization; also^ } 

" denies. having possession of map showing' 
secret fortifications of the United States. » 
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REFERENCE: 




■ ^ “ AmCPnTATS ASfWCIES 

AND Fl;iU.*) 0FFJCT2S 
ADVj'’ir:. ^''P'-UTIMO ^ , 

> ■ ; ' , ' ““—/jSSZE^. , ■ 

Bureau lettera dated January 22nd and ^ 

March 14th, 1936 • 











DETAILS: This file has been reviewed. The paramount investi- 

gation in this case has been an attempt to ascertain 
authentic information alleged to have been made by 
"Major General" Burt Effinger, of Lima, Ohio, who is said to be the local 
leader of the secret order, known as the Black Legion. On various occa- 
slons in 1934 and the early part of 1935 Effinger is alleged to have said 
to several Limresldents that sixty two members of the Department of 
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Justice are members of bis secret organization. Tbe comp^ inants also 
reported that a Dr /Shepard, of Bella ire, Ohio, is the heaiT wf"lhe 
Black Legion In the U. S., that the son of Burt Ef finger, Guy^ffinger, 
is Lieutenant Colonel and that the entire organization is of a WtoIu- 
. ^PtChary character. The original* complaint was made InFehruary 1935 to 
v post OJf flee Inspector J, .P,' Cordrey in Lima, Ohio. ; 

.. * ' ’ ••■' '• ' :.-4 V-O 

stated, la ter that he subsequently had occasion tOicall'ijvV.i-;^^^^ 




x^ - > 




-.y- ■ 






1.4 


■'; ■ 


upon Burt Effinger .at his home, the' result of which was a lettar mailed 
by Burt Effinger to Mr. Cordrey, which contained the names of si* persons 
who were tho\ight to be closely connected with Communistic activities. 

Two of these ' individuals could not be identified or located and the other 
four have been interviewed many times, and It has been difficult to under- 
stand why these are the same persons who made or through whom the original 
complaint was made to Mr. Cordrey. " ' These persons tell practically the 
same ^ story in that they were yomer members of the Black Legion and were 
told'that the order was to be a patriotic one and particularly to be 
.aeainet Commiinlam and all' other 'Isna; that later it grew to be distinctly' 
revolutionary in that the heads of the organization were attempting to 
use it to gain control of various government agencies, taking the law in- 
to their own hands by resorting to firearms and bombings; that Burt 
Effinger said sixty or seventy members of the Bepartment of Justice were 
members of the Black Legion and that he bad in the basement of his h<*ne 
«i V. '® l*rge map showing the secret fortifications of the United States, ..i*ich ‘ V v'n 
had been -Obtained from the TJ. . S.^Denartment of Justice.' ' • ’ ; 

Investigation revealed that Dr. Shepard was considered by tbe 
local residents of Bellalre, Ohio, as "a big wind Jamner" and his apparent 
rash statements as being hansless. Other than searing away a gypsy camp 
with loud bomba nothing was learned about the doctor being affiliated .t 

with the Black Legion, although It war. learned that he had been active 
with the Ku Kluz Klan some years ago. 

The complaints as made by the Lima, Ohio, residents were also 
made in the summer of 1935 by several citizens of Adrian, Michigan, 
except that the headquarters of tbe Legion were at Detroit, Michigan. 

The Michigan State Police arrested three members of tbe Detroit Black 

August 19, 1935, after one of their out-door ceremonial meet- 
ings held near Ogden, Michigan. The police found concealed weapo ns, 
black gowns or shrouds, together with skull caps In their 
These membera ware the only active members found during thl^s entire 
investigation, and it was learned from them by this agent fhat no in- 
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tlon^garding the Individuals of their secret order ^ould be 


rulged by them, because of their having taken a secret oatf to this 
effect. "‘Information was obtained from them, however^ that' 


- 2 - 












f>- ‘ .V'‘ 




0 


J 


^ t 








t ■ 


>'*■* 


.' • ■ 'v/' .;;: "■' ;■; ■.■'■■ 

ion was of a ’Btrio.ti 7 ^ military typo, orders ooming down^be line from 
eir unknown superior officers; that the main objective 11* the order 
was to combat Russian Communism, which was sweeping the U.^3,, that 
their oath In becoming a member of the Black legion was slmiJiy' 4 "renew- 
al of their faith in the United States Government and to uphold the 
pri nciples embodied in the Constitution of the U. S. Later investigS' 

>n in this area disclosed that no'Turther meetings were held and no 
further complaints were made. No prosecution was brought against these 
;threo members, the matter being dropped by the local authorities, ■ ^ 

‘This ’reporting agent interviewed Burt Sffinger at his home, 1114 
Harrison Avenue, Lima, Ohio, on April 8, 1936. He informed agent he has 
resided in Lima, Ohio, for many years; that he was born in West Virginia 
and is an electrician by trade; that in the past he has been active in 
thj^^erican)?ed of Labor circles, but that on account of his be- 

liefs, in which he termed himself a constructive radical. In contrast to 
a destructive radical, ho was pushed out and finally even lost hia job, 
but was told that the latter was due to his ultra-conservative , policies, 

Burt Effinger denied to agent that he was a member of the Black 
Legion but did say he was a member of the Ku Klux Klan, He stated that 
this country is swiftly and more or less secretly being overcome by 
Communism; that Comraxmism is a destructive theory of government, builds 
up nothing and that through its Influence the homes of the citizens of 
this coxmtry are being undeimined and broken down until there is no 
respect for the law; that the politicians and the law enforcement agencies' 
through graft, parole and political power have failed to cope with the wide 
spreading crime wave that ‘'Is prevalent over the country. Therefore, Effin- 
ger said quoting the last clause in the second amendment of the Constitu- 
tion of the united States - ’•the right of the people to keep and bear ams 
shall not he infringed”, It Is sometimes right and necessary, in his 
opinion, for the patriotic citizens of this country to take the law into 
their own hands and to cope with situations that the local law enforcers 
have failed to handle, Ef finger talked at great length rambling from one 
subject to another, but he continually stressed the fact that he loved the 
D, S. and the republic for which it stands; that the Constitution must be 
upheld at all costs, and that there are enough red-blooded Americans try- 
ing to wake up the dormant citizens and politicians to realize that Rus- 
sian Comnunlsm was making great inroads in the United States. 
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Since Effinger denied that he was a member of the Blac 
el so informed agent that be never attended any meetings of 
but had only heard of the Order, he was asked to whom agen 
obtain information regarding the Order* He stated that he 
:.to no one ,‘V He was questioned quite closely regard! 
of the three* members of the Bleek Legion who were arrested 
Vlcbigan, at which time an official from the Black Legion c 
to intercede for them, but his name was not preserved in the records by 
the local authorities. 
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Sff inger 'Stated that ha was not the man and that 
the case was what he obtained from the newspapers. He aga 
he never participated in their meetings nor is he familiar 
ganization. 





he knew about 
stated that 
bbeir or- 
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Agent then informed Eff inger*^at his name had been complained of 
in that he was generally known to hay^%e leader in the Black Legion . 
asked to account for this,;. He replied that he is known as a 

he wished to convey to agent that this term be under- : . 
'5- . stood in the right light as a constructive radical and that any person 
who attempts to do anything will be criticized; that, therefore, his 
name was probably turned in by the local cotsnunists whom he termed as 
dirty rats. He was then asked as to the rumors of bombing the post office, 
movies and roadhouses, to which he replied that these are the things 
that the ccamunists want to do; that when and if these things should occur 
' " and thS law fails to curb such activities, it is then time for the patrl- 
.j otic citizens to ta^e the necessary steps that will prevent suchdestruo- 
^;^tion. ^Effinger admitted that he had heard rumors of such contemplated 
activities, thereupon he was again questioned as to the name of the' person 
whom agent might interview in order to obtain definite information. He 
stated that he believed that it was one of the communists by the name 
of Armstrong, but he could furnish no address for him. (Armstrong was one 
of the names turned in by Effinger to Mr, Cordrey, but was never identi- 
fied). Effinger then made the bold statement that if any such bombings 
or destruction did take place the situation would be well taken care of 
by'tbe time that the Department of Justice would get to know about it. 

Aewot asked if this would be taken care of in behalf of the Eu Klux Klan 
or the Black Legion or just what organization, to which he replied that 
"only by the Hed-blooded American Patriotic citizens of this community". 
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Effinger was then interrogated as to how many Department of Jus- 
tice agents belonged to any such organizations as the Black Legion, Ku 
Klux Klan or any other secret order that he knew of. His answer was 
that he did not know any Department of Justice agents and, therefore, he 
does not think any agents belong; that about two years ago Agent Dlck- 
stein came to his house and questioned him along the same lines that 
the writer was doing. (This would be prior to the inauguration of the 
Cleveland field office and prior to the complaint made in this case). 






Agent then informed Effinger of a certain map that he was suppos- 
ed to have in bis possession^ purporting to show the secret f^BlMtfiMtions 
of this country and that he obtained it from the Departiuent fcf Justice. • j 
^ replied that ha is not and never^juas in possession of suib o map and, fur-' 
therm ore. stated that if J?e heard of anyone having such a mp he wbald . .. y. 
report‘d it at once to the^. S. officials as the very poesealion of 'such a* 
mep is a penitentiary offense. — .. • 
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At this point Urs. £f finger came Into the room, ai^she stated 
that they were members of the Ku Klux Klan but not of the Blmei Legion. 
Inquiry was made concerning her son, Guy, She replied that Guy has 
sen at home for years, except for a rhort while last year; that 
he has a good record with the Grand 'Rapids, Uichigan, Telephone Com- 
pany, where he worked for six years; that last year he was home .for 
ei while when he- was out of work; that l^a^ is now working as, an, engineer , vy 
■for the W P A out of Zanesville, Ohio, Both to, and Mrs, Ef finger 
denied that their son ever belonged to the Black Legion or the Klan 
end, furthermore, when Guy was home he criticized his father for be- 
longing to the Klan, Mrs, Efflnger said Guy was a very conservative 
boy, of good habits, never having inhabited the pool rooms; was studious 
and a Mason. Mrs. Efflnger appeared to be of refined and quiet man- 
ners while Mr. Effinger was of the loud and braggert type of indivi- 
dual. They live in a bungalow in a guod section of town, together 
with their married daughter and grandchildren. On the whole, the home ^ 
Is of a refined atmospherw, - ^ ; v ».c; 

The following description of Burt Effinger was obtained by 
obseirvatlon: 
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Kame 

Address 

Age , ■ . 

Height • > 

Weight'" 

Build 

Complexion 

Hair 

Eyes 




V, H. Effinger 
1114 Harrison Ave., Lima, 0. 
; about 60 , ’ 

6*'"- ' \ 

■200 lbs. ■ ' >. ' 

heavy 
ruddy 

light grey-bald 
blue 
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Reporting agent made attempts to interview some of the former 
persons intei^iewed in this investigation In order to ascertain if 
any Black Legion meetings wer e held recen t ly. b'/it-was-u nsueoeRaful. 

Agent learned that Infonaantf^ 

Main Street, had moved somewn^re oui in the country ana left no forward - 
ing address at this place. However, on February 21, 1936, when he was 

iewed^e stated that he had no further information. Other persons 
interviewed in the latter part of 1935 had no additional information to 
offer, 

^activities of 


the complaints,.^ ' 

.at in the ab- ' 


Inasmuch as this investigation reveals that th 
»^laok' legion were '^started some four years ago and tht 
in -this ease relate to 1934 and the early part of 1935; 
sence of additional complaints and no reports being receive 1 n— iit n any 
actual bombings or destruction of property, it is felt that the Black 
X^egion movement has resorted to a political issue and has now quieted 
down. It is also felt that an Interview with Guy Effinger would not dls- 


- 5 - 







f o 








62-3 ^ 

close who the alleged Department of Justice employee mlglwJjgjKho 
are supposed to belong to the Black Legion. Howeverj a copy of this 
report is being sent to the Cincinnati field office in the event 
"t^t the Bureau deems it edvisable--to Interview Guy Effinger in 
Z^esvilleii Ohio.. • r 

"^This case* therefore» Is being closed with the sanction of 
Special Agent in Charge J. P. MacFarland and further Investigation 
discontinued unless advised by the Bureau to the contrary . 
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Mr. E. H. R«lnook«, 

Faderal 3ur«&u of Investigation, 
U« S« Depertoont of Justice, 

911 Federal Building, -- 

Detroit, Mlohlgaa* 
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Conflrolng the telephonic instructions Isuued to your 
office by Mr. Taiaa of thu Bureau, It is desired tliet absolutely 
no investigation bo conducted into the activities of the Blade 
Dagion in the absence of specific authorisation froa the Director 
of the Bureau. If any person desires to furnish e representative 
;Of your oCfice vitb 4afoxBation oonoernlng thie ofganizaiion, be 
should be infomed that the Bureau is not conduoting any lii^estl* 
gatioD into the aotivltias of the Black Legion. 


ti'r* . 


- '■ 


If inforamtion is fumiohed to your office idiich is 
believed or alleged to constiluto a violation of a Federal Statute 
within the Bureau's jurisdiction, no action should be token there- 
upon by your office, other than to refer the facto ianediatoly to 
the Bureau for transaittaX to the Departsent for appropriate con- . 
;eideraticn. ■: v’:* V ' , 



Vary truly youra. 


John huger Hoover, 
Director. 
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9. 8 >, Dr|iartmnit af Suatiri* 

Post Office Box 2118 
Detroit - Michigan 
May 25, 1936 



Director 

Federal Bureau of InTestlgation 

Detroit, Michigan ^ O ’■> ^ 

RE: BLACK LEGION, JLIGHT RIDERS, BULLET CLUB 

MISCILLAKEOUS'"" « Confidential 

Dear Sir 

Reference is niade to the telephone conversation between 
this writer and Mr, £• A, TaosiL on May 25^1936, in reference to recent publicity 
in the Detroit newspapers regarding the^^^ack Legion Society, 


M 


Since the above conversation tor ney, 
Detroit, Michigan, called at this office, and in an IntervIe^MatecRnat he 
was initiated Into this organization approximately in October of 1934, He 
explained the ritual at the time he was initiated and part of the ceremony, 
including the oath of office, as set forth in report of Special Agent C, E, 
Smith, Cleveland, Ohio, dated May 24, 1935, which was read to him (its source 
was not explained) and he immediately identified the oath of office and the 
various rituals as being the same as that which he took. 


It, therefore, appears that the investigation which 
was conducted previously, in which Cleveland was the office of origin, concerns 
the same organization which is presently receiving the publicity in Detroit, 


At the time this writer spoke to Mr. Tamm be was not 
familiar with the ^^ro^^lle on this matter, and as this was before the 
interview with Mr,)^^H^Ba5 above stated, this information was not given to 
. Mr. Tamm by phone. 



The Detroit office is not conducting any investigation 
into this matter in Detroit, Michigan, as apparently there is no Federal 
violation involved. 

It might be mentioned in closing that before Mr.H^|^ 
would give the above information, he was promised that his name would no^D^^ 
used in connection therewith and it is, therefore, suggested that his name be 
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* 61-7398-25 . 


_ J\me 1?36* 


Sr. H. X. Bicknell, 

XO 5 O 6 Wefft Ghicego Avanue> 
Detroit, Klcliigen. 
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Dear Sin 

I wlah to acJcncnrlcd^fi receipt of yovr letter 
Sated May 25, 1936, raqueetio; that this Brreau take 
appropriate action ralp^tlve to the terroriatlc sctiYltloa 
' of the Blade Legion, ty reason of the fact that local 
, antbcrltieo are allccodly «o IrpHcP.ted that their Irvoofcl- 
fatlott elll ba jwrtedl^^ pcpioe ts the roal ;, 

<arf«tin.»la» 

For yowT infomatlon, the Jurisdiction of the 
FedereX Boroau of XnveaU gation la restricted to inrcatl— 
gatliig violation of aperfjTlo Federal lavs and to collecting 
evidence in Cdsea in ichloh the Onll-sd States is or may be 
a party In intereat. In view of the abeer^ of a-qr . 
Indieaticm that , the actitltiiro of the aenbon of the 
vJBlaak Leglop is violntion of 4 ^ such FederaX Isa, X 
r ag ret this Borean le vltbf^t antborlty to take action in 
the prsolaoa. 

Toor favoraid.e econjonta ne to the vork of this 
Borean are greatly appreciated. 
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May 13# 1936 


Tlaet 4*15 
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■ I ui«bou»i 

at Datrolt “* Ingwprlnt lamtl- 

our recordo Id Ch.^le® A. 

ficatloi^ that the a i.,jieAtoa he was arrested 

Poole} that Ute Kansas, cVrrced 

iB Daeorjber 17, 1926 ^ roslc’enoc 

»itd vaurancy Street l*»t St. Louis and 

: furnifcaeQ Chief Piel 
dloated on our records. 

Very truly y^urs, 
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Very truly youra, 








johu Hoover, 

Dlreotor* 
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'' HOOVER 

-.BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION DEPT OF JUSTICE 
• BLAIr/mOODY WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENt/dETROIT NEWS I 
..^.JrjliimtfliPTft OF FINGERPRINTS AND.PHOTO MAN MURDERED HERE KINDLY 
®’-.WIRE ME IMMEDIATELY IF YOU ARE ABLE TO IDENTIFY 
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May 14, 1936. 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON. 



Mr. Trao* - 

Gujodj.. 


Mr. Suydam telephoned yesterday afternoon and I 
stated that the body bad been found of a gangster who had been shot— 
to death in the streets of Detroit yesterday morning end thut a 
representative of thelDetrolt News had received a mire photograph 
of the fingerprints and had turned them over to Mr* Suydam requesting 
that the records of the Identification Division be checked in an 
effort to establish his identity. 


Vi 

V 
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Mr. Suydam stated that he had advised the 
representative of the Detroit News that the facilities of the Bureau 
could be made available only to regularly appointed law enforcement 
officials end that if the Chief of Police ct Detroit telephoned the 
Director, undoubtedly such information as was available would be 
furnished. I immediately sent the prints to Mr. Edwerds in your 
absence with the request that a search of the files be made and then 
communicated with you advising you of Mr. Suydam’ s request. An 
identification was made in this case and all identifying data was 
turned over to Mr. Tracy who informed me that the Director communicated 
with the police department at Detroit end advised them of the identifica- 
tion. 


Mr. Reinecke also telephoned yesterday afternoon 
concerning this same cose and stated that the chief of detectives had 
communicated with him advising that he had sent a telegrf-m to the 
Director requesting information as to whether en identification had 
been made. Mr. Reinecke was informed that upon the return of the 
Director to his office, he would undoubtedly comraunlcete with the 
chief of police at Detroit as to the information obtained from the 
Bureau's files. 



Mr. Suydam endeavored to reach me on two or three 
telephone.' However,,! was out of the office. 
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T. D. Quinn. 
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May 25 , 1936 






MEMORANDUM FOR KR. TAMM 

O 

fi£: Black Leifloa at Detroit, 
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V' : - ^ ^lociel Cates telephoned stated that , , 
^ h4d wcalred aararal |»lls inquiring If the . 

‘•'•'^'Buireatt had b«en asked to InTestlgate "the Black 
^i\ '' “.Legloit case. I stated that we bad not end that 
4^< v the Bureau was not in the case. 
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Very truly yours, 

*■•.•;> -^v: ^i'l. ,. 


Jfohn Edgar Boorer, 

"r*- Director. 
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Frank Waldrop called and said there Is a rumor 
current among the newspaper people that evidently emanates 
from a District Attorn^ in Michigan, to the effect that 
the Bureau is going to initiate an investigation of 'the 
0 Black Legion and wipe it out over night. ^ 
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■r. V* H« Moran, 

Chief, Secret Service Dlvlalon, 

Treasury Depertmant, 

Vashlntfton, D# C. 

•? ,.7}| V /•. V V •- ' - ■ 

>; C ' Dear Utp Morant ' . 

' ’ /I'- 

Confirain«: the IxiforBatlon fumiahed to you c;>' 
telephone today lay Ur* Team of this Bureau, you are advised 
that the folloving telsgraa vas received today fro% Flint, 
Uichlijan, bearing the elgnature of R. h, Roberts, City Editor 
of the Flint Joiumal, Flint, fiichigaut 

C 

■Confidential Inf oraatlon froBsaaber Blaoj^ 

Loj^i^ here says organisation Intends bans to 
President Roosevelt - plaxmln«^ anted narch on 
Washington* lnfox*Bant available* Believe 2,000 
here** 

This inforBatlon is transaitted to you for any 
. . . attention .denned ^pro^iate* 

y- , Sincerely youre, ' 

toOORDED 

)£xed 
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Jo>m Ed^cr 
Director* 
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lliss JulU ?• teXy* 
5523 Pta*eo Street, 
Xu»A* City, ]li8»cr.)zi* 
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" . Dear Kodsmi 

' I viaii to oacno«X«ag« receipt of your letter 

4ated BV 23, 1936, t,BOtl«- -.to 

cUpaingB, fttrtdelJliig im <>^ ?Sf af 

•^^m¥ArrA tha crlBiln^l part 

' .«,» toto«n*«tiiur that «n BsaraorU 
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r^tive to the crljdnel itcUviUes on 
• the »^to/.v Tr^ r H^, vxi re<jQe8tin€ that «n epps’opfi* 
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thereto* 

For year lnfow»Ucm, the 

th€^ Federal Burean of Iwes^tlgatloa te j 

‘ C. iBTteUgetirg violntlona of / 

UiB aboence of any indication that the eotivit^s ^ 

sc )» ‘«k«. *f ■ ^6- 


\i„ ^ 


r 






•i v' 

'I'Vr- ■ 


j‘)prMi*es 

I Appreciate, howerer, your coortei^ In 
hrlnslng this natUr to «y Attontloo. 

Very truly youre. 


., ^ jp-., » 
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^’1/ th« A»»ociat(i ^r^t$ ) 

Detroit, M»y 22.— Duncsn C. Me- 
an Crea, j>ro6ecutor. nought tonight to 
unravel the mysteries of the *'filack 
LeglOT," four membei’x of which have 
lot^ confessed, he said, that they killed 
Charles A. Poole, 32-year-old WPA 
late worker, because he was accused of 
beating his wife. 

The men who McCrea and John I. 
Navarre, police inspeefor, i;alcl had 
admitted they were pre.sent when 
ch Poole was shot to death at a road- 
bc I side the night of May 12, are Harvey 
Davis, 38. a “colonel" in the fantastic 
organization: Dayton Dean, 36: Irvin 
Dee and Urban Lipp.s. 

McCrea said he would ask mutder 
warrants tomorrow for them and for 
George C. Johnson, Paul R. Edwards 
and Edgar Baldwin, who. he said 
also were present at. the slaying. 

The prosecutor said tnoee seven 
and nine other alleged members of 
the organization held for slaying 
f I tight-lipped about the details of 
the *'Black Legion.*’ but horn Lipps, 
be said, came, aome Information, 

amtSALS ARK rKAftito. 

UpjM, he although expiessing J 
other memberr;, i 

Mmrihln* Jllw'Hi.e Ku Kim KImi 
»J y Jt Is » hlgl^r organi74Uion.'’ 

meeuilr place and in Uie ^ 
homes of alleged members bore the 1 
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»-j»mons Ihemselv,-.. L.«: lilark ‘iih 

;lo UiP org#ni ' *Cioii »* the 

Drtroll Nfw« qiioled Llpps ”^ln»l 
. Isftvlntt the he d ot the wKHn«7*tio.. : ‘'It 

culled *‘mfl>nr general ' and that | not 
ithe other offlc'’ts hold military Utlc*. of c 
• down to corpoi fl. , ^ 

le "I can’t, thipli «’hat (he major gen-.ctgo 
1.H n.n.- K- Ihf I 

i,«i Wpiw. "b»t hw ftrRt n»mc Wilbur, lo U 
cU The pawsword Is ’secrecy slway*. 

H“ ] OuroaOWTM or 

1 "T« belong to th« Ifirion. you 

' j to htve been h member of the Ku 
I Klu* KIsn. The duos »re 10 oenU » . 

month/* * i K- ! 

Ingpector Nifarre wnd some of the . 
men toW him th« orfsnirttion hadij|*»e 
branches In other dtles, but that they j Tb 
Jn refused to n»me the cities from fear 1 *ion 
“i. of reprisals. l*”<l 

% Literature of the "OnlLed Brother- > cent 
«V hood " said the purpose of the order | One 
L was to “promote, protect and prenerve 
i PidtesUnllwn ; to create and fuart j p, 

I the welfare of the Proteatant 

social Iv a.s well as polltlrally " Other 
docurtienla found in the meeUnj a 
place IndlciUed tl« order Is anll-iB 
Jewish. anti-Negro, and that its pur- tern 
•9£i poses include opposition to Comniu- fron 
ai *i nlsm and dcfen.se of the ConsUtutlon. wer 
!■ Navarre said Dean conlesaed he Bra 
h fired two shots Into Poole s body> that don 
' Lee bad admitted firing at the vlc: M 

/ tim, and that Davis had confe.wd he City 

lAt * i flirecied the shooting, while Lipps ad- mitt 
mlttcd he was a witnes*. J 

injvi aetATtvas complaints. 

“I planned the expedition only as 
1 a whlpplnt party,” McCrea 
I Davis as saying In a formal 
itM. Am hicni following his confe«lf»n *^e 
(Ua A|tf planned. Davis ^ 

uo dm: c^sc' l»o relatives of Poole's wife 
a #tnc I pad said be beat and kicked her. 

DDtB isi "I *hnt him. 1 thought it my ^ 

^ V- job. according to wir rti^fussion, Me- 
W Crea said Dean told him. 

D«vis and Dean arc employees of 
Detroit public lighting eommls- ^ 

T of Most Of the others held a^fac- 

W ¥^ied workers. Davis c*mc to Detroit 
frwn Lexington. Ky., sixteen years 
f ago: Lipps from Pucatunna. Miss., 
'•nbleighteen months ago. 

Sh Navarre said thirty -four other . 

1 members of the organization ^ 

ling sought as having attended a 

Ue.T a< Imeetlngofthe 'Wolvertnf Republlcun 

*•' Le»gue" at which the abducUoi) e( 

, I Poole was planned. 

¥ '** Headquarters of the league, which j 

^ Is not connected with the Republican 
.. party, were raided today and a dozen 
k, firearms, a large quantity of ammu- tv 
^ nltion. two daggers, and several black co 
robes and hoods, bearing a skull and tw, 
crossbones insignia, were conflstaLed 

^ A IVtW HtS^ €:0#>^ATThMPr. 
wp.’ 'A O'MwHpy Ml^'^nurlanx Will 1 

^ I ft >n»rr l'f*t ll i**'*!'. I 
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^ I have talked to Mr* Heinecka at 1 Detroit about the B lact jau* G*ndy>^ 

LegloiT murders appearing In the newspapers ‘ and told Mr. Reinecke Ihkt — 

yoti have observed newspaper dispatches and heard radio announcemet ts. 

that the Federal authorities have offered full cooperation in this 
matter. M r. Reinecke stated that he has not offered anv cooperation 
to jonyone in tfte case and as a matter of fact, the police have no t c^- 
tected ^ue Dyttoit Office, Ur. Reinecke said that he has had a number 
oi calls irom tne newspapers asking whether the Bureau would enter the 
case, and has in formed the inquiring parties that the matter, in so f ar 
as the facts are known to him, have not to date disclosed anv violntion 
of a Federal Stat ute within the Bureau* a jurisdictio n. 

It is not unlikely that statements concerning the cooperation 
of Federal authorities emanates from the fact that the Bureau made an 
identification of the fingerprints sent in by wire photo of Poole, the 
victim of a murder plot. You will recall that Poole is the Individual 
about whom you called the Detroit Police Department a week or more ago. 

I asked Mr. Reinceke as to the general extent and nature of 
the developments in this matter, and he stated that the police have made 
four or fi ve arrests of individuals who have admitted membersh ip in an 
orgd ^ggt lbh knn ygi as the Black L c/^ion. These people had Tn thexl^ posses- 
sion the regalia that has been pictured in the newspapers, and according 
to Reinecke' s information, one, at least of the persons arrested as 
admitted that a number of the members of the Black Legion killed Poole, 
because of a complaint that they had recei/ed, which indicated that Poole 
was abusing his wife. 

The police have learned that some months ago an ^individual died 
at Jackson, Michigan, presuioably from diabetes. Within the last day or 
so, however, his wife has come forward and claimed that he was taken from 
his house one night and beaten ly a crov/d, presumably of the Black Legion. 
It is reported that at least two Prison Guards of the State Penitentiary 
acksbrl, Hichigan are members of the Black Legion and Reinecke states 
that recent infonnation is that one of the Prison Guard^msl^eA suspend~ 
ed for his membership in this organization. It is fiirtilfS^rep^ted that 
a list of the members of the Black Legion was found in Ijie possession of 
one of the Prison Guards. In answer to any i^ciuiri es y t p,_the indj^ated-.v- 
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size of the organization, Reinecke stated that so faiV the police have 
found indlcatioesbvi^hat about .10 people belong to the ^ganlzation from 
various items located, but the prosecuting attorney Iw stated that if the 
.organization is recruited to its full strength in It11cmgan,it has 
135,000 members. Mr. Reinecke stated that the organlzWien has two ob- 
jectives, the fostering of Protestantism and the. suppression of Communism. 

There has been absolutSly no indication of an organization on a 
national scale, although there have been some rumors that the President 
of the Black Legion resides in West Virginia. The individuals identified 
he participating in the Black Legion to date are from the mountains of 
Tennessee and Kentucky. These individuals, according to Reinecke, are 
typical "hill billies" who came into Detroit and obtained work in industrial 
pursuits there . 


From the facts available there is nothing to indicate any 
violation of a Federal Statute within our Jurisdiction anti I do not 
believe we should enter into this case or publicly offer any assistance 
to the Detroit Police in the absence of some showing of a Federal viola- 
tion. Of course if the Detroit Police want any Laboratory work or any- 
thing of that kind done, 1 believe we should do it, but 1 don't think 
we should make any statement upon the matter. 
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MEMDRAMOTM FOR THE DIRECTOR 
Re: ^Bladc Legion. 


Pursuant to your instructions, 1 telephoned Chief Moran of 
the Secret Service here in Washington and read to him the telegram 
which the Bureau received from the city editor, Mr. R. E<lRobert8, of 
tb^Flint Journal, Flint, Michigan, stating that one of the members 
of the Black Legion has stated the Legion is planning an armed march 
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Kr. Fr*d Ojo^., 

729 Eaot Fla Str«ot, 


■' y .. , '. : 

Lia'Vf Ohio. 
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Dear Sin 

- V ' 

'4\.\ - 

t V 

I ,loh to .ckoo.!..].;. rcc<.in of th. 

IQV «l*'nod‘ by you and Floyd JJandore, U t-aich you 

STu“ tSiSu^/ircllllmcl ur. , 
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»rj:; it:;;,c" of «ny i..iu..aon 

U.O .cv:vi-.u. .>r thi=, J\-.thout .U- 

BucU Federal li.», I regro- U»tt nwra u 

. . \ . A I I /nr 



IlUvii M ^ 

thority Ui)<.o uay action. 

TU16 aattar apf-a<»rs to te oao of 
'««J apleU' within tho jurUdictlon of the appropriate 
eiiforce.'.cnt officUle In the «tate of hio. 

Very truly your», 


•l.jhM Id, ‘.if Hnover, 
Director. 


■ \ A‘ 


' I 




V 


■•wVv. 


I 







r^‘*v 


' -1 







4><rt y • V 


/ O'-' ^y 


j o 



j/^ 7^^ 


.y' ^ 


'ff^ •'^'^ jf‘' 1 !:^^^^~. _ 

kb^ded &^d^e|( , |/1. 1^ 7 7 /■ 'i. ' - 


/ /? 


"Sbp^®^ ^ /■ 'i ' ^7 






|jt 

/ .V 



wi'yc^" 





►•^./x.?*, Jii 



^, -*7*:,^ <;X« 


<!&^vL^ 




7 i . 


JA>‘ 




j' , . . 


FEDERAL BUREAU. OF INVESTIGATION E^TiTHF 
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R E ROBERTS CITY EDITOR 
FLINT JOURNAL FLINT MICH 

INFORMATION CONTAINED YOUR TELEGRAM CONCERNING ALLEGED 
HARM TO PRESIDENT BY MEMBERS BLACK LEGION HAS BEEN REFERRED 
TO W H MORAN CHIEF US SECRET SERVICE WHICH ORGANIZATION 
CHARGED WITH DUTY PROTECT PRESIDENT 

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION., 
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Spread ot'Terra 

M^SulJDER LAID 
fTO'BLACK LEGION’ 


^Master Mind’ ■ Hunte^ 
vj^O.OOb Members ^ 


‘ Of Weird Society 
.: ,! Revealed 


1 
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m ' DETROIT, Mar tl (US,). 

1 . The Black Lcrion, whose pres- 
tM sence waa linti disclosed here 
^ in the Charles] Poole ionrder. 
M , aetuallr la a nsf Ion wide or^an- 
^ ] isation which aims at a dictator^ 
m ship oJf America hy iU run-eraty 
% members, Presculor Duncan C, 
McCrda declared late tonisht. 
^ Hanr Coburn, McCrea’s chief 
E f iBTesiisator, who said he irot his 
: Information f r o m a •'coloner* 
C -V In the orfanlsatlon whom he 
. could not name, declared t 
' rrhe lerlon is armlnr men all 
oTer the country to aotxe con- 
K: r^tro^ roTcmment,'^, 

" DETROIT, May 23,— A veriUble 
avalanche of evidence Hvidly 
branding the Black Legion with 
^ responsibUity for scores of fa- 
natical crimes slmOar to the slay- 
®v ing of Charles A. 'Poole was .un- 
!^Y covered by State i nd county po- 
^ lice tonight* rounding out a new 
picture of the cult as a marnmotn- 
Wack-robed secret society, seeking 
political power throughout the 
^' nation. . ^ 

^ Convinced that the whole fic- 
tlon-Uke story of the Black Legion- 
IW naireM* weird oaths, moonlight 
ualfl and coasMooomst political 
ambitions, has not been bared 
completely, Michigan authorities 
% sought the **master mind” of the 
1^ society, seven of whose members 
are charged with Poole’s ”exccu- 
JSi tion.” 

p; NATIONALLY ORGANIZED 
^ Police Inspector John I. Navarre 
said he has learned from prisoners’ 
S' confessions that the Klan-like ter- 
rorists are nationally organized. 
^ ^.^xuLh^ quoted several Informants 
f TlTOlamg that^tt^ a mcm- 
bership of more than 10,000 In 
Michigan and 7,000,000 in the na- 
tion, " * 

\ At the same time Prosecutor 
Vi* I>uncan C. McCrea. Investigating 
the Legion, said be received re- 
victims had 

^Ifjjcen tne order of night 

1 rider? and- they definitely had a 
" ; * hand In some ^recent mysterious 

. ■_ RUving s’iJ^ ychlgan, t ^ 
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MRS. CHARLES POOLE 
. . Baby Wat Born Day After 

h! 'TWrtwn alleged black legJon-P^- 

nalres were being heM for themur- . , 
i. der of Poole, 33-yearold former : 
I < Works Progress AdminlslraUon . 
>3 worker who was shot to death on t '■ 
« a lonely road May 13, *ft<f » K 
' ! cret meetlneln which |,, 

fe dared ^TJOir^d beaten his wife, f 
^ an expectant mother. 

! j- has since vehemently denied her .•, 
husband beat her. 

is ASK PROTECTION [ ^ 

4 Dayton'pean, father of two and • . 
vfi an employe of the public lighting < 
system, has confessed he fired j; 
eJ the five fatal'shoU. according to >’ 
''M Inspector Navarre.’ Pour oJ^wsL 
admitted they were present at the [ 
JiT “esecutiOD.’* - • J* 


JOt^p»A rioniif 

AND INFANT 
Father Wae Slain 








r arner rr as 

■ml 

-v‘ 'il them protect fe.. 

' 4 them fr^ Black Legion ven-l-ik'? 
rv;,:;;*v A McCrea said. 

i 3?? li?**^®**^®** that death 

>' u?* **’.® P^alty for mem- 

v: A 1 "'S’f W‘d ofUts secrets. -VIK^ 

: stAioned at Lan- 1 ^. 

'ii'*-, \ 3^^ today a^inounced theyjif*’f 

!: iiA?.: had been rellablyTinformed sev- Ri 

. deaths, hitherto believed 

5 : 1 ^ Capt.I.H. Mi^oa 

'ATi "We are checking aU Itgta'af' |{?vl‘V 

■mj. 

w^era.- 

reivKiJ® ^nfesslon werpT^^'’’ 

proposed members of t^ legtom’^^^^' 
1 staff members 

PoUce depftrtm^*.‘F^gr 

^ rSfit that city’s .chief oft 

0«M»e JBckhardt;? ^ ^ 

— JCog^ht. 1»>, », *A.| >_l 




4?, i 

pj- 1 t , 


Wi^wmmlnspector Revea IsTip 
fe^gdjannff ‘Bl^Legon i*» 


Mr- A’^i-U* 


''^i-9l^'rr 



follouMff itorv how - ‘ 


nighVridini 

:. NAVAEES 

iU Xold to Universal Service. 

May 23 (U.S.)- — ^The murder of Charles A. Poole 
d us to unmasking the “Black Legion’* here was 
break because for a long time, we couldn’t get 


Al^rbcMUer 


shots in him, 
ditch along a 
but even after we 
we were puzzled 
case had all the 
gangster killing. 
But Poole was not mixed up with 
racketeers He didn't drink, ex- 
cept a few glasses of beer some- 
times, and we couldn't see any 
reason why anyone would want 


^ ^ • I to kill him- He was a former 

f ^ J-: ;* : V. » relief worker, 33 years old and 

father of two children, one 


the father of two children, one 
of them just bom. 

CLUES MISSING 
His family life was the same 
as any American family of four 
in their modest circumstances. 
That's what baffled us- 'That's 
how it stood for days- No mo- 
tives, no clues — ^nothing. 

But finally somebody came to 
us and told us he had overheard 
(a remark in a beer garden that 
‘'something will have h) be done 
about Poole — he’s beating his 
wife-'*. It wasn't much to go on, 
but it gave Us a start. We went 

learned that f-r^r 
lew hours 
then was | 
some meh on 
playing baseball 
And one 
won't disclose 
-t>ge of ^ the 
game — knew one of the men who 
^'served the death summons on 
Toole. 

We -5gan rounding up men and 
then we learned of some secret or- 
: ganlzatlon and dimly I began to 
vision what we were up against. 
jAs we rounded up the 16 men we 
!are now holding, we found a 
^curious thing. The fear of being 
j locked up to them was nothing 
t. V ’.ei/s* * compared with the fear of t'alking- 

finaUy 


one talked and Involved a couple 
of others. Then the story of the 
murder began to unfold, and what 
a story it was! They called them- 
selves the Black Legion, they stood 
for clean politics, were anti-Com- 
munistic and considered it their 
duty to punish husbands who 
erred. 

The officers wore 
black shirts with a 
crovss-bones painted 
claimed their history went back 
to the landing of the Pilgrims on 
Plymouth Rock. They had a regu- 
lar arsenal in their homes, a dozen 
pistols, five blackjacks, and ammu- 
nition. 

PRIVATES AND "OFFICERS’* 
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I'll say this, whoever organized p 
that outfit was no' slouch. Tl»se r 
babies fairly cried before mey v .O- A 
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in Michigan Reported | 
- - for Murder Cult* | 


MrJS^ 


Sit OiB AiiOciaUd Prfit. 


)i ^-ft^elroit. May 24, — The roundup of 
>•1 Night riders” of the hooded Black 
, , Jegion spread today as officials di- 
’> reeled their Inqui/y to reports a 
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^ Charles A. Poole, young WPA 
4.;i r ,1* worker, and said the prosecution 
. « include as many as may be 

I . > ; 'ijo identified of some 50 persons pres* 

. ■ * Black Legion meeting from 

^ V' Poole, a non-member. M^as 
'* i taken ito his death. 

^ ^ RaylKrnest, guard at the South- 
Michigan Pri.son, was held at 
arraignment Monday 
f * charge of carrying concealed 

I- * sftcr he denied connection 

:\- :•:<*' reported flogging of Paul 
* 4 ^: 1 . a prison guard, and 

. ' . r- V 'V' April 14 of what phy- 

6Jt’>ans pronounced heart disease 
•r 5 ; '> diabetes. 

r t K ' " ^ Police Capt. Ira H. Mar- 

y/\'^^.^’‘'‘'''y JT^^n. whose troopers have been in- 
i ^ ' ve.«;tigating the secret vigilantes for 
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IjCgions membership in the State - : 

*V®w m three years to 135,000. di- 1'. • ? - 

vided Into live brigades of 16 regi- t- 
ments each, that each member car- !, : ■ 1 ^ 

Tied t pistol, and that the organiza- / " 

tion "is much more dangerous than . • 
people think." 

Claims in Black Legion litera- •■' . ^ '.■ ■■' . .!■ 

ture seized bji State police that it ' - ■ •■ • 4 

antedates theHKu Klux Klan and ' ^ > .. 

that the Klan kvas an offshoot fi-nm • ■• \ - •■. 
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/i,.'.* Wt .. V :.* • Detroit police, who seii 

!£*• •>t’..;. 7‘'“i.“1 ."fter «n Investigation into 

if t ..’; ■■■.■. .■' ( Poole on a lonely 

pearborn. released three 
.Hhey .did not attend t 
t*K. ?li Legion meeting that pr. 

... 7.V •-,'- •i'TVi Hearing on habeas corpus 

* ii rt P M iiiiiii ;;^ j|^^^ ^ othert was set for JW< 

Jare Circuit Judir<b a 


At r\- . ,, rl^ iJicU li 

• V'. 4 Klux Klan and ' 

^ ^ offshoot from 

vj,’ it w’tre ridiculed by invest ig;^ tors, 

;» 7\| Who said the claims were made to 

impress prospective members. At^ ' 
Wew York, Hiram W.jEvans, im- - • 
\w -i penal wizard of ti e Klan. indig- i* 

^ denied any connection w*lh 

s M! /the legion and said the Klan has 1 ^ 
Si: y amUates and was firmly aligned ^ 

4^4 J* 'on the side of law and Vtrder. 

•>* ^ petroit police, who seilfi 18 men’ ' 

^ after an investigation intoVlhc shoot- - 
Poole on a lonely toad near* 
dearborn, released three \lio said . 

V attend the Black 

y:“ t J^«»on meeting that preceded it,**'’ • 
habeas corpus writs for I 
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heel« of a Louisiana rerdlct find^ • I * ahamefu r^nlqultl es within their. 4trihai|! 

fiierllf guilty <i t- ii c fe?f g%nc^ for failure borders. This reappearance' of ter- 


in Florida of flye policemen lii- *" aiRnmcance lor ine |!Q^; 

volved In the notorious '‘Tampa Hoggings/* ** ^ whole. Violence breeds only 

The lamp of social Justice burns the fe;,. on discontent. To clap a few^ea ders Into 
brighter for these decisions. to_^ solution of the 

^ What makes the Florida verdict parllcu- problem.. The Ifw^iiF A k of rooting out 


to prevent a lynching comes *news 


ws of the ^ whether in Florida' . or Michigan," 


holds an arresting signiflcance for the 
country as a whole. Violence breeds only 


mw^ 


/ of rooting out 


brighter for these decisions, 
ij ^ What makes the Florida verdict parllcu- 


problem. The 


mm 

mmm 


wm 




question of whether the police officers had 
I assisted in kidnaping and tar^and-feather- ^ 
^ng three men, one of whom died as a re^ 

~ In the Florida courtroom other factors^' 

* tended to obscure the Issue. 
joTo begin With, flogging and ’'striding'' 

*re not uncommon practices in that region. 

Order, it Is explained, must be maintained 
. among the armies of transient laborers 
attracted by the citrus Industry, for these 
men often become dissatisfied with the 
small Wages allowed them. In Tampa it- 
self, a cigar industry, likewise operating on 
a low wage scale, invites further labor 
Wml disturbances which, in the euphemism of ^ 

native of the area, “must be discouraged.*' 1 
Moreover, the usual cry of “Communists!” ? 
was sent up to distract the jurors. And 
; ^oth local and State politics played con- ^ 
splcuous roles In the trial. Finally, it 
was no secret that Ku Klux Klan mem- 
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bership cards had been found un some 


accu.ed of parUciatlng ,n t.o 

' -torture. 

verdicL comes opportunely to lend 
fofco to the drive . againat tho VBlack 






to the .^ drive againat thfl ^ ^ 

id£l231^ a Btrong-arm agency of the same 
Ku Klux Klan In Detroit. Several mem- x%/) ’ Yy>^C ^ 

;':bers of this gang have confessed to the 
'j murder of a laborer “because he beat his 
wife.” Evidence points to a membership ‘ • ‘ ^ v ^ 

iu Michigan alone that runs high into the ^ 

thousands. Organized to stir up the usual ’■' > 7^^ " Y 

' '’racial and religious hatreds, the society is y*/v \ V * ,f ^ ^ 

strongly suspected of many other V 

hitherto uneolTed murdere end e..emlug W, 

,*-Authorltl«« ore amazed at a deluge of tv- '^•c ,t’’-‘V ’.;-t^ '7'^ '7^/* 

^^^^^^^atatemente, from peraons loo afraid toL'-. '^;’;^ •• 7-^''‘ 7 7^- 7,^■t ' 

i|ii||Bp?'iipeak'*l»^ that ^ho area had f* . .,‘. , •• ' 1.; >• ' J •"’ '•' 






ii/I.hr.lt.'fhejr grovel before the light of -pub- W,- ,, - 'M Vi'*- 

^^ther SUtp. might 'Uk, *; Up troDv^; i^:^A 
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SeveiTTace Murder 
Wanants; Chief 

-%;;.^ 5 i of I3S 000 Tc 

j 3 ,UUU Is 

•• Hunted 

May 24 (U.S.).'^ 

" ’•< ? ■’ r‘ ^ ^ ' sinister and elaborate under- 

•.#-••■;» .^?e¥l rf ' 1 8,™"”'“ ?re.ni^.Uon, p,tle"/d 




It was IntimfttPri ftt, t;qun1iT 

• head^arters that O-men hav* 
'. ■ begun a""Mid(lle Western ‘Tearch 
li ^ /or the hooded successors to tha 
; IKu Klux Klan. 


accused of killing two ' 

■ ' v^,>- ""'ctims and possibly 50 others. . 

theory that the Black Le^ • 
:V’t'‘'^’ 5 /^^ ^ charged with gun- ^ 

"execution" of one man and • 
flogging Of another,' 

' *V ^^’'' ■ have been responsible for at 

'* ‘i’-"'^ '^ least 60 mysterious deaths In this 

State during the past three years . 
Investigated by author- 



^ •' . herJln connection with the Z . ‘ 

* • . ^' - , oflharles A. Poole, young 

''^4 ‘■'li*’rU»'^ '^ ••^-jf' ^ ^Ogress Admj^stratlon •’t-i,* 

4“ buW^d body : 

' dlscoWi^dgjj^S^ ago In i'M'; 

;•"■■: W‘ broadside dl^?*I " ' '•''> 



rituals of the 
“'”® with seizure of volu- 
manuscripts and literature 
'^»ckson today. These con- 
**^"1 oath the legion’s 
' ■ • neophytes were,^^ to teke and 

pledge^ that they would 

t ■ • ' ‘ “flRh*^ as guerrillas with any weap- 

^ ± 


on that comes to our hands." 

found, along with 50 
skull-and'Cross-bone hoods, 

“^® ^®“® Ernest, a 

®^*^® prison guard.’ 
Ernest IS accused by the widow as 
***® *®®‘*®’’ ® masked 

“®“ ***• dragged Paul Every, an- 
guard, from his home 
and flogged him so cruelly that he 
later died. • • 


of the 
said the 
Black Legion* 


and 

oe Bcauerea over the 
earth; that my body be ripped 
and my bowels be torn 
and fed to the carrion 
that each of my lin.bs be 
broken with stones and then cut 
inches that they may be 
the foulest of birds of 

»y »o«t 

be given unto torment; that my 
May be submerged in 
fnetal »nd stifled In the 
*his 

;t ponishmeni may be meted out 
to me through all ete£isjify.’^ 
Ernest, held on ^technical 
jcharge becaus e a .4 5 caliber gun 





r- : V^v-';v t Legion- ‘rr^ .-avengers’’ who { ; 
• '.'1 1 he had ., «n|[f ••ridiculous,” 

flogged W?. knowledge 


are an automobile and 

v.ftr«e. drive '%■ *...vTv'j 


p.’„. Rriaade^ Bared K-.^|^| 

’^one regimen” each, four 

sftus,?.iy >s 

organization calls lOT 

t® -^Cotonel” Jfarv^ 

^ ' Wi*'--.- ?T'- i already. . league or- |y^ 5f 

: ••-:>■ V ' 4 A grim ®f the 

is what Is $^L 
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I h&ve received your letter of Muy ?6, l'>26, edvleias 
■ X ‘ thet you ere in possocoioo Of a document vhich you bollevo to to 

the orii^nal of the le; s end regulations of an organliiation ihtt 
is now the subject of inquiry on tho jitrt of certain police 
depa^tBcnte. I assutto that the organiiatlon to which you refer 
■ ' is the black Legion and I deslru to Inform you that this Bureau 

ie not conducting any lavesUgation into the activities of that 
• orfanlseUon, I would suggest that if you have InforaaUon 
' f \ '■ ' concextiing this orgexiisatioh^ you fumleh it to the officers 

: t of the Detroit Police Department who ore conducting this inquiry. 



If tho information In your possession pertains to some 
other organization and you believe it would be of interest to this 
^ Bureau, 1 will, of course, bo glt^d to cnwoine the information in 

yo'or poisesslon if you forward it to me. 

/vV;' Very "truly yours, 



John Edgar Hoover, 
Director. 
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